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REVIEWS AND ABSTRACTS OF LITERATURE 

Benedetto Oroces Aesthetih als Wissenschaft des Ausdrucks. Translated 

into German from the second Italian edition by Karl Federn. 

Leipzig : Seeman. 1905. Pp. xiv + 494. 

For those students of esthetics who find German easier or pleasanter 
than Italian, this volume is admirably suited. The translation is ap- 
parently both exact and readable. Croce's peculiar theories on matters' 
of esthetics contain much that should interest every student. The re- 
peated discussions of the resemblances and differences between esthetic 
and cognitive experiences are highly suggestive. 

The great bulk of the volume is devoted to a history of esthetics, a 
study in some respects admirable, but in others very unsatisfactory. Its 
chief difficulty seems to spring from the writer's endeavor to notice every 
theorist that ever lived. Yet this very fact gives the history a special 
value to advanced students, who may get their bearings most satisfac- 
torily in such a compendium. The long, elaborate bibliography at the 
end of the book is very valuable, though chiefly because of its references 
which are unknown to English readers. 

Walter B. Pitkin. 
New Yobk City. 

The Energies of Men. William James. Delivered as the Presidential 
Address before the American Philosophical Association at Columbia 
University, December 28, 1906. Philosophical Review, January, 1907. 
Pp. 1-20. 

Professor James will have it that there is a ' world behind the looking- 
glass,' — a mental region unpenetrated by the ordinary methods of psy- 
chological analysis, more interesting and more socially significant than 
those disclosed by the texts or the current methods of experimental psy- 
chology. 

The main thesis of this paper is that we habitually live inside our 
limits of power, and that it is possible to develop a technique whereby we 
may habitually live on higher levels. He says : " There are in every one 
potential forms of activity that actually are shunted out of use. The 
existence of reservoirs of energy that habitually are not tapped is most 
familiar to us in the phenomenon of ' second wind.' Ordinarily we stop 
when we meet the first effective layer, so to call it, of fatigue. We have 
then walked, played or worked 'enough,' and desist. That amount of 
fatigue is an efficacious obstruction, on this side of which our usual life 
is east. But if an unusual necessity forces us to press onward, a sur- 
prising thing occurs. The fatigue gets worse up to a certain critical 
point, when gradually or suddenly it passes away, and we are fresher than 
before. We have evidently tapped a level of new energy, masked until 
then by the fatigue-obstacle usually obeyed. There may be layer after 
layer of this experience. A third and a fourth 'wind' may supervene. 



